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PRESS RELEASE        JANUARY 18, 2021 
 
 

Tony Young Appointed Interim Superintendent 
 

 
 Ms. Sue Finley, Chair of the Board of Education, provided the following statement after 
the executive session of the called meeting this afternoon: 
 
 “We have appointed Tony Young as our interim Superintendent.  He is currently serving 
as our Assistant Superintendent.  We have no plans to conduct any interviews for the office of 
Superintendent until some degree of stability and leadership can be brought to the current 
situation.  Based on our experience with Mr. Young, we believe that he can and will provide this 
stability and leadership on an interim basis. 
 
 We have directed our attorney to work with Dr. Townsend’s attorney to modify the 
terms and duties of his current contract.  We hope that we can reach a mutual understanding 
that is beneficial to all concerned.  We intend for this decision to be budget neutral.  We will 
follow up with you once those details are established. 
 
 Some of you have expressed concerns to myself and other Board members that our 
actions will somehow lead to the loss of SACS accreditation and the invalidation of degrees from 
the Pickens County School District.  These concerns are without merit and show how 
misinformation can be used to manipulate a rational decision.  We have established a process to 
evaluate the issues surrounding the leadership of our school district, and fearmongering for 
alternative agendas has no place within that discussion. 
 
 In closing, I want to again mention that Mr. Young has reluctantly agreed to perform this 
job of Interim Superintendent.  We thank him for his continued service to our District, and we 
have confidence that teachers, staff, and the rest of our community will support Mr. Young in 
this role.” 
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